
Hunger – If only words could fix it

Project primarily done by me – Noah Oltmanns in Professor 

Lybbert GPS – Comm. Sci. 146-0002 Class at UWGB-

Manitowoc Campus

Other individuals who contributed to this project include:

Bryan Hulbert and Woody Shulander (Manager of Peter’s 

Pantry)



Background 1

 My project is a Food Drive set up at our Manitowoc whose 

donations are to benefit Peter’s Pantry.

 I choose this project because I was at work one day at Seven 

Lakes Golf and Dining and I asked a co-worker about what 

project I could do for this class. She told me that when she was 

involved with Big Brothers Big Sisters, she did a food drive for 
Peter’s Pantry. Thus, I decided to run with that idea.

Images of the 

building.



Background 2

 The issue related to my project is – how Peter’s Pantry (and non-

profits like it) benefit our community.

 I use four references in this slide. All references used throughout the 

slides are superscript with a reference page at the end of the 

presentation.



Issues Part 1

 Over a million donations have been received since the facility 
first opened tens of years ago. (I will explain the history of the 
facility in the learning slide). 1

 the facility stores donations such as canned goods, dried-foods 
goods, fresh fruits and vegetables, toiletry items, and many more 
items.2

The picture to the left is a conveyer belt 

used to transport donations to the 

basement

The picture to the right is the basement of 

the facility. 



Issues Part 2

 Over a million people/families have benefited from this non-profit 

organization. 1

 On a single day that they are open for customers Peter’s Pantry 

helps an average 20 families/individuals a day. 1

 Families can choose to use shopping carts or use their own bag to 

collect items for themselves and/or family. The shopping carts allow 

families to take home 65+ pounds of food! 1

The picture below explains 
Peter’s Pantry hours of 
operations.

The picture to the right is the 
main room for customers to 
choose items to take home for 
free for themselves and/or their 
families.

This picture is an image of 
multiple shopping carts. 



Issues Part 3

 Anyone can register as long as they are a resident of Manitowoc 

County with exceptions.

 A homeless person must prove to the manager that they are working 

to improve themselves (finding a job) if they want to return to obtain 

more food. 1

 On a customer or family members birthday they get a free birthday 

cake that is as big as a half sheet! 1

• The picture to the right is an image of 
the registration/sign in place for 
customers.



Issues Part 4

 On holidays, customers can obtain the same items as they would 

normally take. In addition, on holidays the customers will be able 

to take home a turkey, ham, etc. Woody informed me that 

sometimes he will go out and purchase turkeys/hams himself if 

there is originally not enough turkeys/hams, etc. to share around.
1

 However, if an individual/family arrives during a holiday of which 

it is their first-time obtaining food at Peter’s Pantry they may not 

be to receive a turkey, ham, etc. on holidays. However, they 

would still be able to obtain everything else the facility provides. 1



Issues Part 5

1. A lot of the items last a long time. I learned that 

canned goods could last up to 2 years! As long as 

the item is not bulged or rusty.  The facility has 

multiple coolers, freezers, storage areas to keep 

the food fresh for a long period of time. He said 

that some items are tricky to keep fresh such as 

milk, fruit, bread (mold), and vegetables. 1

2. They also have several coolers and freezers. In one 

cooler they store eggs and milk, and in the other 

they store cheese, yogurt, fruit, and other similar 

items. In the freezer they store all types of meat 

among various other items. 1
This is an image of one of the 
several coolers/freezers that 
they have. 



Project Part 1
 I decided to do a food drive at our campus for a few reasons.

 1.) It was convenient

 2.) When speaking to people around the campus about the food drive 

they informed me that it was a good idea to run it at our campus 

instead of my originally planned location of Pick and Save.

 3.) I believe that if I were to run it at Pick and Save I would have had to 

pay a small fee, so running it at campus would be a smarter idea.



Project Part 2

 4.) If I were to run it at Pick and Save I would have had to 

schedule specific times of the week to be there. This would be 
difficult with the busy schedule that I have. At campus, I can 

collect donations without being there by having 

students/staff/etc. just turn in donations at their own 

convenience. In addition, I work in the student affairs office, so I 

am able to keep track of it and see the donations I have 

collected.

 5.) Covid is not personally a too big of a concern for me, so I 

would have been ok with running it at Pick and Save.



Project Part 3
 I created this advertisement that I posted 

around our campus.

 My advertisement began with a picture that I 
took around the beginning of this class. I used 

the image I took to create an advertisement for 

my project.

The picture below is an image of the 
advertisement I created.

The picture to the 
left is an image of 

the 
advertisement 
that I took.



Project Part 4

 As time passed on, I received multiple donations over the semester.  

Some of the donations I received from our campus.

 Covid-19 was not that big on an impact since it is on campus. I just 

had to follow the typical social distance/mask guidelines the same 
as everyone in our campus must follow.

Here is a picture of the 
donations from our 
campus.

Two paper bags received 
throughout the course of 
the semester

More donations I received.



Learning Part 1
 1.) The impact Covid-19 had on Peter’s Pantry

 During the height of the pandemic the number of customers 

significantly decreased due to mainly fear. (The number of customers 

who visit now have increased as the “light is visible at the end of the 

tunnel.”) 1

 Even though the numbers significantly decreased at Peter’s Pantry, 

Many customers and citizens of Manitowoc County visited the 

government run food collection drive through events around 

Manitowoc. Peter’s Pantry provided some of the food to United 

Ministries (Churches who were involved with the food collection drives). I 

personally have been to one of these food collection drives.1

 A lot of schools, businesses, restaurants who had excess food due to 

Covid-19 donated it to Peter’s Pantry. 1

Government ran food 

drive.



Learning Part 2

 2.) The other businesses/organizations that partner with Peter’s 

Pantry 

 Organizations include Salvation Army, Vincent Paul, Grow it Forward, 

American Red Cross, Ambers, Feeding America. 1

 Feeding America is basically the oversight of Peter’s Pantry. In addition to 

Peter’s Pantry, Feeding America covers the other organizations such as the 

Salvations Army, Vincent Paul, Grow it Forward, American Red Cross, and 

Ambers. 1



Learning Part 3

 Feeding America is a network for 200 food banks and 60,000 food 

pantries and meal programs. 4

 In addition to the programs they provide, on their website they describe 

the excessive amount of food and water wasted. 4

 $218 billion worth of food is thrown away each year. 4

 72 billion pounds of food is lost each year, not including waste at home. 4

 21% of landfill volume is food waste.

 21% of fresh water is used to produce food that is then discarded. 4



Learning Part 4

 Businesses include schools, churches, and restaurants.

 Peter’s Pantry owns 2 trucks in which their trucks are sent daily to 

food stores and food businesses which donate their excess food 
items to Peter’s Pantry. 1

 The pantry also receives donated food from individuals, at the 

conclusion of numerous events and celebrations from clubs, 

organizations, food drives and many special events. 1

Peter’s Pantry’s personal 
truck of which delivers 
and receives food.



Learning Part 5

 3.) The number of volunteers it takes to run the facility.

 The manager oversees the operations and is governed by a board of 
directors. However, it is through the help of dozens of volunteers that the 
pantry can function. The heart of the pantry is a caring, concerned 
volunteer pool of 50-80 volunteers who always treat the recipients with 
the utmost respect and courtesy. The volunteers keep the pantry 
organized, clean and running smoothly so recipients can receive 
needed food. 2

 Volunteers are needed 7 days a week whether the pantry is open or 
closed to the public. Peter’s Pantry is a great opportunity for individuals, 
families, service clubs and organizations to help feed our community. 2

 The pantry receives over 20,000 volunteer hours a year! 2

 The volunteers come in 2 hours before the public arrive. They arrive 
around 7-7:30AM daily to restock1

The conference room where 
Woody meets with his board of 
directors.



Learning Part 6

 4.) The history of the location

 Peter’s Pantry began in 1987. Many years ago, they used to 

donate to what was called Mom-and-Pop shops on sides of 

roads in Manitowoc. 1

 They used to have food brought in from I believe Feeding America by 

railroad. 1

 Historically, the railroads transport some 1.6 million carloads of food 

products in a typical year with food items such as fresh fruits and 

vegetables, grain mill products (corn syrup, flour, animal feed, pet 

food, and more), processed soybeans, beverages and extracts, 

canned and prepared foods, meat and poultry products, and other 

miscellaneous food products. 3

 The railroads were established by the North American Fair-Trade 

Agreement (NAFTA) in 1994. 3

An image of a Mom-and-Pop shop.

The pictures to the left and right of the slide are images of the railroad that runs 
across the side of the Peter’s Pantry building.



Learning Part 7

 5.) The history of the manager’s life and why he decided to run the 
facility.

 Woody was a normal kid who went to high school and college growing 
up. In college he studied business management and became a 
businessman. This did not work out for him, and he became an 
alcoholic. When he became an alcoholic, he became a recipient of 
Peter’s Pantry. After being a recipient, he decided to become a 
volunteer at the facility. He was a volunteer for 3 years. When he was a 
volunteer, he noticed a change in management. So, he saw an 
opportunity and decided to apply for an interview. Thus, in 2010 he 
became the manager. He has been the manager at Peter’s Pantry for 
over 20 years! 1

 He told me that the reason why he enjoys his job and decided to 
become the manager is because he explained to me that this type of 
work is “not work/Enjoyable.” 1



Conclusion Part 1

 What further questions do you have having now done all of this 

research and learning?

 What confuses me the most is the railroad. Based on what he told me 

during our question/answer interview it sounded like Peter’s Pantry was 

around like during the 1800’s. However, the history of Peter’s Pantry only 

goes back to 1987. (Not too long ago). Maybe the building was used for 

a different purpose before Peter’s Pantry took over. That would make 

since because the building is pretty old, but I could not find much 

information about it on the internet.

 I also question where all the volunteers and customers park. This 

question is sort of off topic, but nonetheless it is something that I am very 

confused about. There is barely any parking lot outside of the building. 

Perhaps they park on the street, but it is a busy street, so I am not sure.



Conclusion Part 2

 What conclusions did you come to?

 I learned a lot about the facility, manager, and the impact Peter’s 

Pantry has on the community.

 I also learned that Peter’s Pantry is a place for anyone and everyone 

who is in need of food.

 In addition, I learned that there are thousands of food donation 

locations/organizations similar to Peter’s Pantry around the United 

States. They are: (Salvation Army, Vincent Paul, Grow it Forward, 

Ambers, Feeding America, etc.).



Conclusion Part 3

 What do you want your reader/audience to come away with from 

your presentation about your project and this issue?

 I want my reader/audience to know that they should not feel afraid to 

ask for help. You will not be judged by anybody at Peter’s Pantry for 

asking for food. Everyone is struggling with something, and if it is basic 

needs such as food do not be afraid to reach out to Peter’s Pantry.



Reference Page

 1.) The interview I had with the manager of Peter’s Pantry 
(Woody).

 2.) The flyer that Woody provided me (The picture to the left is an 

image of the flyer.

 3.) This website is a link to the impact of railroads of which I will 

explain later in this slideshow under the “Learning” section. The 

picture bottom left is a picture of the railroad that runs across the 

Peter’s Pantry building.

 4.) This website is a link to Feeding America. I will explain how 

Feeding America is in connection with Peter’s Pantry later in this 

slideshow under the “Learning” section.

This picture is an image of 
the flyer I used (reference 
#2)

https://www.aar.org/article/freight-rail-food-products/#!
https://www.feedingamerica.org/our-work

