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Background Of Project

A. My Service Learning Project this semester was to be a Teacher’s Aide for 
Franklin Elementary School with Mrs. Maedke, who is also my mother.  
Since I knew it was a virtual year for most students I decided to lend a hand 
to help out in a classroom by prepping materials for a new math curriculum 
and reading virtually with students through Google Meet.

B.  I decided to help out in the classroom after I saw how much work it was 
prepping materials for a new math curriculum. I also knew that with Covid I 
didn’t want to go out into the community looking for a project and this was 
something I could do from home. The reason I decided to go with my 
mother was because she needed help getting her classroom set up after 
teaching virtually for 6 months. I also saw how she worked with students 
on the computer I thought I could help out with that too.



Background of Project

● The issues I learn that tie into my project was that I know how busy teachers 
are since I live with two of them, and wanted to offer my services to help my 
mom make the transition from teaching virtually full time to going back into 
the classroom.  

● The amount of set up she had to do for the new math curriculum was an area 
where I could help. 

● I thought I could also help her setup Raz Kids reading programs by entering 
the names of her new students into it and read with the students whenever 
possible.



The Issues

The main issue was that I saw the amount of 
work needed to set up Workplace stations for 
students during math time. I was able to spend 
many hours bagging manipulatives like square 
tiles, flat shapes, and tens sticks so that 
students could begin working on them right 
away.

I also saw an issue of some students needing 
extra time to practice their reading. So, I worked 
a couple of days with two students who 
practiced their reading with me.



My Project and What I Did

●  For my project I helped put together 
Workplaces for a brand new math program.

●  I put together 20 sets of 40 tiles for the 
teacher’s area activities.

●  I also set up 20 bags of 2D shapes for another 
area Work Place along with making sets of 
tens and ones for a multiplication project.

●  I also made book collections at home to fit 
what topic was being taught at school. Some 
examples where putting biography books 
together, and putting nonfiction books 
togethers as well.  

 



Reading Support
 I used the site called Raz Kids to meet and read with the students 
and did a quiz about the books we read to see how well they 
understood the book we read. I also had to keep a record of the 
quiz for the teacher.



My Interview With Teacher 
Mrs. Maedke, 3rd Grade Teacher at Franklin Elementary

Q: How did these projects help the students learn the material?

A:  The projects you put together helped to get a major part of my new math 
curriculum ready for students to use. When I found out we were transitioning from full 
virtual back to face to face I knew I had tons of work ahead of me trying to get 
manipulatives unpacked and organized into Workplaces. Your help supported my 
classroom and the work my students do each day.

Q: What went well this year and what didn’t go well?

A :  Third graders did a great job learning virtually for the first 6 months of the year! 
They were able to learn how to do everything on a computer-including meeting their 
teacher daily, working in new programs and turning in virtual work. Some students 
struggled with being on a computer for long periods of time and had a hard time 
staying focused because of the format.



My Interview With Teacher 
Q: What were the challenges you faced this year?

A: I personally was challenged because I was given a completely new class of 
students in March because of our face to face transition. It is not easy starting 
over with new students at the end of the year. The students did great during the 
transition, however, and we are learning tons of things now that we are 
together in person.

Q: What were some surprises you came upon this year?

A: I was surprised by how easily third graders were able to adapt to computer 
learning. They helped me with lots of technology issues! I was also surprised by 
how much we all really missed being in person and seeing each other!



What did I Learn….
I learned many different things as a teacher’s aide this semester. The 
Coronavirus caused me to only be able to do the behind the scenes projects like 
putting workplaces together and workstations. I learned that it takes a lot of 
time to put them together and was glad I could help set-up these workstations. 
I also learned about how teachers taught virtually this year by using google 
meet where there students to teach them and use other virtual programs with 
them. I learned how to set one of these programs up and entered the teachers 
new class into it. I learned some students fell behind in their reading and 
needed extra help with reading and understanding.



A Big Thank You!    

I would like to thank all of the teachers, aides, and staff who have taken their 
time and lots of extra effort to help kids learn this year. I have seen first hand 
what the teachers have had to do and learn in order to make sure students are 
learning what they should. I watched my mother teaching third graders through 
a computer screen most of the year. She learned how to use programs for 
getting students books that they could read and checking that they were 
understanding what they read. I also watched her teach math through a 
computer screen using computer apps as manipulatives until she was able to 
go back into the classroom. That’s where I was able to help her get ready to 
have her 19 students come back and use the new materials during Covid.


