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“ When deciding which project 
to choose we found that we 
both had an interest in the 
humane society but with 
different learning aspect. So 
we partnered up to combine 
our interests while still doing 
our own learning.
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Abby’s pets: Alex, 
Speedy (cats) and 
Zeke (dog)

Isaiah’s pet: Lola



Why the 
Humane 
Society? We both share a major love for animals and when the 

idea of doing something for the humane society was 
mentioned we both knew that’s what we wanted to do. 
We used to visit the dogs at the shelter when we were 
younger and it always brought us great joy. See 
everyone knows the humane society as a place where 
people go to adopt cats and dogs. But no one really 
knows much more about the humane society so we 
decided we wanted to do something nice for them to 
thank them for all they do for the community and so we 
could learn more.
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Issues: 

We wanted to get to know more about the 
shelter. What they do for the animals in their 
care as well as for the community. But we also 
had an interest in the types of breeds they 
have and if some breeds are surrendered 
more than others. 
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Isaiah and I went back and forth bouncing around ideas of 
what we could do with the humane society. We wanted to do 
an adoption event, however, with COVID they weren’t 
allowing groups of people inside the building. Then a pet 
supply drive, or even volunteering at the shelter but we 
wanted to do something more personal and special for the 
pets that they take care of there at the shelter. That’s when 
we decided to partner with our student government to make 
dog toys that the dogs could take home when they get 
adopted. So we got to work planning the event.

But what to 
do?
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The Flier 
We Used
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So, the day finally came when the 
event would take place. I would say 
that overall, it was a success! Of course 
there were some unexpected things 
that took place that made it more 
difficult but overall, everything went 
pretty well!

How did 
the event 
go?
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So, what 
went well 
and what 
was the 
unexpected?

What went well/pros

▫ We used all the 
supplies!

▫ Lots of dogs will be 
getting toys because 
so many were made!

▫ We “learned” how to 
make “good” dog toys!

Unexpected/cons

▫ Not a single student 
walked past our event 
or was even in the 
same building we 
were in for the whole 
time.

▫ It is very hard to 
make dog toys!
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Q: What is the importance 
of the shelter to the 
animals and the 
community?

A: The lakeshore humane 
society is the only shelter 
in the community that 
houses and cares for 
animals as well as 
provides help to pet 
owners and pets to 
community members. 

Get to know 
the humane 
society! Q: How hard is it to adopt 

a pet?

A: They require an 
application which 
includes background, 
veterinary, and housing 
checks as well as 
reference calls. They try 
not to make the process 
hard while still ensuring 
the animals are entering 
safe and loving homes. 9

Interviewee: Tina 
Nichols Director 
of the Lakeshore 
Humane Society

Address: 1551 N 8th 
St, Manitowoc, WI 
54220



Get to know 
the humane 
society! Q: What do they do 

at the shelter?

A: They take in 
strays and 
surrendered 
animals, house and 
care for them, and 
look for their 
forever families. 
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Q: How many 
animals do you 
take care of on any 
given day?

A: One person cares 
for anywhere 
between 60 and 
300 animals a day.

Lakeshore Humane Society building



Q: What’s the max 
capacity of animals?

A: They don’t have a 
maximum capacity of 
animals, they take in all 
animals in need. 

Get to know 
the humane 
society! Q: What makes your job 

so rewarding as well as 
hard at times?

A: Every day Tina gets to 
leave knowing that the 
animals inside are warm, 
cared for, and have 
everything they need. 
However taking in 
animals from abusive 
neglected backgrounds is 
always hard. 11



Get to know 
the humane 
society! Q: What kind of 

animals do you 
have at the shelter 
that are up for 
adoption?

A: They adopt all 
companion 
animals.

Q: How many 
animals get put 
down a year?

A: Very few, they 
only euthanize in 
extreme medical 
cases or severe bad 
behavioral issues. 
So they don’t very 
often at all.
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Q: Are you always 
in need of 
volunteers?

A: YES!!!!

→ 
https://www.lakesh
orehumane.org/vol
unteer/

Companion animal: A domestic animal or pet usually kept in 
ones home



Bully Breed 

The issue that I focused on was bully breeds. 
Everytime that I have been to the Humane 
Society here in Manitowoc, I noticed that 
almost every dog there had some sort of Pit 
Bull in there genes. This got me wondering, 
is there a reason that there are so many Pit 
Bulls being surrendered and if this is the 
situation of multiple Humane Society's?
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Wisconsin 
Humane 
Society - 
Green Bay

The first thing that I did 
was email the Humane 
Society in Green Bay. I 
asked them a couple 
questions about bully 
breeds and I got a reply! 
Unfortunately, they could 
not help me out because 
of the following reason.

The Humane Society in 
Green Bay does not list 
breeds anymore. They do 
this because it is nearly 
impossible to determine a 
breed without the 
parents. Because breed is 
often wrong when 
guessed, expectations are 
often wrong as well. They 
do not want to tell 
someone a dog will act 
one way 14



Wisconsin 
Humane 
Society - 
Green Bay 
con’t.

I did some further research and I found all the 
listed adoptable dog. Out of the 30 listed dogs, 
14 of them had some sort of Pit Bull in them.

(Of course, this is just a guess because they do 
not list the breeds. To a casual person many 
dogs look like Pit Bulls but they may be a 
different breed.
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Staffordshire 
Bull Terrier

One breed of dog that is 
commonly mistake for a 
Pit Bull is the 
Staffordshire Bull Terrier. 
This is because both 
breeds have very similar 
body shape as well as 
head shape.
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Lakeshore 
Humane 
Society

The next thing that I did 
was try to get a little 
information about the 
Lakeshore Humane 
Society here in 
Manitowoc. I went to their 
website and I took a look 
at the adoptable dogs on 
their site. I found that 
50% of the dogs listed had 
some branch of Pit Bull in 
them. Interesting!
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Fox Valley 
Humane 
Association 

The next place that I 
researched was the Fox 
Valley Humane 
Association in 
Appleton.

I went to their website to 
see if I could find the 
adoptable dogs. From 
what I saw, they only had 
two adoptable dogs which 
seemed odd. But, of those 
two dogs, one of them was 
part Pit Bull.
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So, why are 
all these Pit 
Bulls being 
surrendered?

So, I found out that my hypothesis is proving true 
from all the Pit Bulls that I have found. However, I 
could not find why. So, I had to do some research. I 
found a website that was pretty helpful. It 
confirmed my suspicion as well as answered why 
these dogs were always in shelters.

https://wydaily.com/local-news/2020/01/08/notice
-a-lot-of-pit-bulls-in-local-shelters-heres-why/
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So, why are 
all these Pit 
Bulls being 
surrendered? 
con’t.

From the website, 
I found that there 
are actually a 
couple reasons 
that I found for Pit 
Bulls always being 
in shelters. 
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▫ One reason is that some 
apartments and landlords do not 
allow the breed because 
historically, they have been breed 
for aggressive behavior. 

▫ Another reason for them being in 
shelters is that they are often times 
over breed. Lots of times, they are 
breed for the purpose of fighting or 
to look tough, so if the dog is not in 
good health, they are often 
dumped in shelters. It is actually 
pretty sad!



What we 
learned We learned how to make dog toys, which is not easy by 

the way, along with some sad truths about PitBulls. We 
learned that Pitbulls are the top dog breed that is being 
surrendered. We also learned that the shelter is  always 
in need of help and donations in order to continue to 
care for the animals. 
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For the Love 
of Pets Next time when you see a pitbull you can relax 

knowing they’re friendly and just want to play. Also 
if you ever have some free time maybe you could 
call up your local animal shelter and see if they 
need any help. Chances are they need all the help 
they can get!
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