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Overview 

In September 2021, the Pride Center is expected to be up and running for public use for the 

Manitowoc Campus and local community. With this in mind, we have put together some 

information and lists to help provide the creators of the Pride Center with more ideas as they 

work to create the space. In this document, we have included; a list of items that may be bought 

for the Pride Center, a list of books, a series of ideas for a mural in the back of the room, and 

pictures that show the Green Bay Pride Center. Additionally, several posters will be provided to 

raise awareness about the Pride Center and how to find the location.  

 

Sidenote: Everything listed here is not required. Rather, it is intended to provide potential ideas 

and direction to our campus leaders as they establish the Manitowoc Pride Center.  
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Suggested Items: 

 

Item (Description) 

Desktop Computer It would be great to have a semi-private 

desktop computer for anyone who might 

need it. 

Television Having one would create an opportunity for 

this space to become an area where people 

can lounge and feel at home. 

Coffee Maker Another addition to the space that would help 

its community feel at home. 

Mini Fridge Optional but I am sure this would be a great 

addition to the center. 

Board Games/Video Games Games help pass time and relieve stress, they 

also can be shared with others. 

Coloring Books Everyone likes coloring books. There are fun 

and detailed coloring books made for adults 

that are available at most department stores.  

Colored Markers/Colored Pencils Essential for any creative project. 

Blank Sheets/Posterboard  Could be used for any and all forms of artistic 

expression. 

Origami Paper Arts and crafts projects are fun ways to 

exercise creativity, 

Yarn If anyone likes to knit this would be perfect 

Puzzles Puzzles are a good way to stimulate the mind, 

they also help to pass time and relax. 

Record Player/ Records Music would be an essential addition to the 

space, and would create an opportunity for 

the community using the center to express 

themselves and share their music taste with 

others. 

DVD/VHS Player Some might be grateful to have a space to 
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watch their favorite movies and shows safely. 

Stuffed Animals/Collectables  Having stuffed animals would create a cozy 

atmosphere. 

Post-It Notes Adds some color and helps people stay 

organized. 

Miscellaneous supplies  Available pens, pencils, erasers, and anything a 

person might need for their classes that they 

might not have already. 

 

While these are just suggestions, putting this list together helped to conceptualize what this 

space could be for those who need it. There is an emphasis on comfort and safety, as well as 

encouragement of self-expression. We believe the Pride Center should be a place where our 

fellow LGBTQA+ students, faculty, and those within our community can comfortably relax and 

be themselves. 
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List of Potential Books for Purchase: 

Non-Fiction:  

In Search of Stonewall ed. By Richard Schneider Jr.  

Fun Home by Allison Bechdel  

Transgender History by Susan Stryker  

A quick and easy guide to They/Them pronouns by Archie Bongiovanni and 

Tristan Jimerson  

Sister Outsider by Audre Lorde  

Queer: a graphic history by Meg-John Barker  

The Gay Revolution: The story of the Struggle by Lillian Faderman  

How we Fight for our Lives by Saeed Jones  

 

Modern:  

Nevada by Imogen Binnie  

Real Life by Brandon Taylor  

Juliet takes a breath by Gabby Rivera  

Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up with Me by Mariko Tamaki  

Boy meets Boy by David Levithan  

Brokeback Mountain by Annie Proulx  

Call me by your Name by Andre Aciman  

The Miseducation of Cameron Post by Emily Danforth  
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Classics:  

Giovanni’s Room by James Baldwin  

The Color Purple by Alice Walker  

The Price of Salt by Patricia Highsmith  

Maurice by E.M. Forster  

Rubyfruit Jungle by Rita Mae Brown  

Stone Butch Blues by Leslie Feinberg  

Tales of the City by Armistead Maupin  

A Boy’s Own Story by Edmund White  

The Well of Loneliness by Radclyffe Hall  

Under the Udala Trees by Chinelo Okparanta  

Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit by Jeanette Winterson  

A Little Life by Hanya Yanagihara  

Tipping the Velvet by Sarah Waters 
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Arranging the Physical Space in the Pride Center: 

This is a series of pictures taken at the Green Bay Campus Pride Center. These can be inspiration 

of what the Manitowoc Pride Center can be, but it is not a guideline. Rather, it should inspire 

ideas on how the Manitowoc Pride Center can turn out.  

 

 

This was the first aspect of the Pride Center. Tinted windows that provide privacy, but a space 

where it is still visible to look inside. This way, it can make people comfortable with entering the 

room. Sometimes people struggle to come out, but having the confidentiality can make people 

more comfortable. For the room designated for Manitowoc, it might do well to have tinted 

windows, but that should be approved by the faculty first.  

 

As soon as one enters the Pride Center, it was a casually, comfy area. With comfortable furniture, 

places to sit and work, and accommodations for extended periods of work, the Pride Center 

should very much be a lounge area. It is meant to be used as a study center, but with the idea of 

allowing for LGBTQ+ members and allies to relax here comfortably.  
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While having this Center to be a place of comfort, it should also strive to provide material for 

students to read. The Pride Center at the Green Bay Campus has dozens of LGBTQ+ books that 

express different ideas and relations. There can be (adult) coloring books, too, with the supplies 

to fill in the books. This document will supply a series of books that the team can pick from. 

 

 



  8 

 

 

 

The Center can have access to a PC. Some people fear using their technology to look something 

up if their parents do not support them coming out and they’re monitoring their searches. 

Granting the Center a place with an internet connection will allow them to work comfortably and 

search as they wish. It can also be used for school projects and additional work.  

 

 

 

The current room set for the Pride Center should have a television already in place, but 

additional gaming consoles, board games, and other colorful activities for the Center. Anything 

that can be done with a group of people, be entertaining, or be comforting is a good idea for 

the Center.  
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While this should be a place of comfort, it should also be a place of discovery. There should be 

leaflets, documents, and other text that will let people explore what is out there. There should be 

such leaflets someplace in the Center. Besides a place of discovery, it should be a resource 

people can use, too. There should be a stockpile of sexual protection and items available for 

people to take (e.g. condoms, etc.)  
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Very much like the wall found on the second floor of Founder’s Hall, there should be a place for 

people to write, draw, and create on a board. At the time of writing this document, a whiteboard 

was already installed. Fresh markets and erasers could be added when the Pride Center is 

operational.  
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Promotional Posters: 

As part of our project, we produced a series of promotional posters that can be utilized as seen 

fit for the use of the Pride Center in Fall 2021, when it is open to students. 

This is an example of one of the posters that we made to bring awareness to the Pride Center:  
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Mural Picture and Ideas for Mural: 

In the far back of the room, a vast, blank wall will soon become the UW-Manitowoc Pride 

Center’s mural. While who will install the mural is still to be determined—we are working on 

establishing that, considering options like a contest to determine who will install the mural, 

paying a professional, or requesting the local student body to help—this document will provide 

ideas for the mural. This mural should match what the Pride Center represents: a comfortable 

place for anyone to relax within, no matter someone’s orientation.  

 

The image below is the UW Green Bay Pride Center’s mural. This mural is an excellent guide to 

follow when making the mural. It is colorful, lively, sends a beautiful message, and supports the 

LGBTQ+ community. 

 


