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Moral Compass     
Directional being, guiding most relevant  

 ideas, thoughts fast forwarding, my ethical  

systems, ‘Morality!’   

   

The directional indicator, strongest magnetic 

fields quickly acknowledges right from wrong, 

Clinometer warns disaster looms, rights me up 

Appropriately. Needle rotates freely, reading    

   

My own private character, beliefs and deeply 

encompassed decency. ‘Morality!’  

Bright light illuminates my goodness, sighting   

mirror corrects flaws in honesty, integrity,   
   

And virtues. Most importantly, it possesses a 

global needle, always traveling along, guiding 

within me, so that the best of me is what you 

will see on the inside that shines through to 

the outside. ‘Morality!’   
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Checks and Balances     
Need not necessarily be moral, 

create a good set of rules called 
Principles, govern your behaviors. 

Best not turn a deaf ear! Morality 

conforms, alas moral code, 

shaped by society, cultural 
practices, and religious voice, 

Your influences. A leader to be 

followed, life’s creeds of 

conduct,    

‘Ethics’   
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Afterimages   
   
However the image enters its force 

remains within   

my eyes  

rockstrewn caves where dragonfish evolve 

wild for life, relentless and acquisitive 

learning to survive where there is no food my 

eyes are always hungry  

and remembering however 

the image enters its force 

remains.   

A white woman stands bereft and empty a 

black boy hacked into a murderous lesson  

recalled in me forever   

like a lurch of earth on the edge of sleep  

etched into my visions  

food for dragonfish that learn to 

live upon whatever they must eat  

fused images beneath my pain.   

   

 
                     

  



 

Racial Inequality   

Morality and Ethics met, a negative disturbing   
Discussion about me, mirroring images of my 

Disparity, my uneven distribution of power, lack 

of economic resources for those who live poorer, I 

am Cloaked in opportunity deficiencies, Shades of 

race cast behind me and unimportant.    
   

Through mirrors, they show me the reflections of   
Poverty, housing patterns, wealth disparity, 

Disparaging educational opportunities, and 

increased unemployment rates all vividly 

displayed. They say I Am the cause, laughing I say   
‘no one will listen’, history lurks still in the   

Present, I am 300 years and counting,   
   

Culturally, economically, physically, legally, and 

Politically, I discriminate, based on racial profiling. 

I encourage those who choose police brutality, and 

color-blind racism. I create chaos. Who will deny 

me my influence in the name of humanity? I am 

waiting here for you to challenge  
me. I am ‘Racial Inequality.’    
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Pause for a few minutes to 

reflect the poems you have 

just read…   

   

 

Do any of the poems so far 

help you formulate thoughts to 

the discussion questions?    

   

   

When you are ready,  

continue…   
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I, Too   
               

I, too, sing America.   
   

I am the darker brother.          
         

They send me to eat in the kitchen        

When company comes,      

But I laugh,                 

            

And eat well, And grow 

strong.   

                     

 

Tomorrow,   

I’ll be at the table   

When company comes.   

Nobody’ll dare   

Say to me, “Eat in 

the kitchen,” Then.   

Besides,   

They’ll see how beautiful I am   

And be ashamed-    

                    

            

  
      

  
      



Bigotry Math Problem   
   
Color x White = White   

White x Color = White   

Color ÷ White = White   

White ÷ Color = White   

Color + White = White   

Color – White = White   

Bigotry Total = White Supremacy  Wrong 

Answers!   

Please correct by 2021!   

   

            
                     

           

   
          



Black, the Flip Side   
 

   

I hear about us in the news and social media  

Negatively…this is reality.   

I criticized government and its’ policies …I 

am considered an outsider.   

I dress in second-hand clothes and I swear   

From time to time…they say I have bad morals.   

Security at stores always seems to be where  

I am…this is reality.   

I use a credit card, they ask for two forms of ID,  

Sometimes three…this is reality.   

NOW, “Imagine I am a White man!”   

 
   

    

  
    

    

  
      

            
    



Rosa (1999)   
   

How she sat there the time 
right inside a place so wrong 

it was ready.   

   

That trim name with  its 

dream of a bench  to rest 

on. Her sensible coat.   

   

Doing nothing was the doing:  

the clean flame of her glaze 

carved by a camera flash.   

   

How she stood up  when they 
bent down to retrieve her purse. 

That courtesy.   

   

   

   

  

  

  

   



Break for a few minutes…   

   

   

 
   

   

When you are ready…  continue 

to read and reflect the 

remaining poetry.   
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Discrimination to Equality   
   

A child so young, careful what you show me,    
Observation is my tool, parents must carefully 

Influence, my exposure matters. Trust Bandera, I 

will consistently encode behaviors I observe, learn   
It right or wrong. Raise me right, correct injustice   
Before me, correct my improper language,   
   

Erase my improper prejudices, teach me not to   
Stereotype. I will copy you, and others I see, so be 

Diligent of what I see, for it shapes how I act,  

what morals and ethics, I will have. For in you, I 

Trust most dear, to make my life proud of all in  

my world, accepting of all colors and race, for if   
   

Not, I risk losing gifts that others of color can  

Give, I will be depraved as they have been.  

Remind me that I am equal, surround me with 

those who are moral and ethical, for in the end, if 

they are not, I may be the one left out in the cold.    
   

   

   

   

 
    

      
        

    



Morally Concerned   

 
Shaping my opinion   
‘Black Lives Matter,’   
Vulnerable and threatened, 

Show me virtues, values. Do 

 you care? Have you harmed? 

   
Cooperation without exploitation   
Respect, fairness, justice, rights. Have 

we forgotten?   
Loyalty to all, betrayal to none,   
Be patriotic, maintain coalitions,   

   
Good relations to all social hierarchies, 

Fellowship, leaders, respect for traditions. 

Where have they gone?   
Adaptation for survival, for   
Parasites destroy our sanctity,   

   
Where is nobility in sacred orientation?  
 Power decides liberty,    
Avoid tyrants and bullies for all believers,   
For they oppress, ‘Black lives Matter!’    
Facilitate equal rights for all,   

   
Foundations for social equality, Haidt’s  

Moral Foundation Theory.   

    

  
      

        
    



   

Kaleidoscope of Color   

   

Rise Up, Mankind, a new era awaits!   
A melting pot of humanity, bubbling over   
With diversity and cultures, masterfully created,   
Designed multiculturalism, a radiant kaleidoscope   
   

Of color, embracing each other, welcoming all 

Shades, gently moving lives forward in moral 

Thought, kindness, and action.   
Racial equality, justice, and fairness,   
   

Lady Liberty stands tall, strong, and free. 

Am I dreaming, or is this reality?   
A world now perfectly expressed in the 

Landscape of my kaleidoscope of Color.   
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