
SEXUAL
ASSAULT
CENTER

MEDICAL ADVOCACY

St. Vincent's Hospital ER is the only hospital in the

Northeast region that offers a 24/7 Sexual Assault Nurse

Examination (S.A.N.E). As a part of the Sexual Assault

Response Team,  an advocate is requested at the hospital

to meet with the victims. We collaborate with the hospital,

local law enforcement, and Department of Human Services

to ensure trauma sensitive care during the examination.

This can include; getting food or a beverage, a blanket, or

simply being physically there with them  during the exam. 

LEGAL ADVOCACY

When a victim reports a Sexual Assault to law-enforcement, they

are asked if they want to be accompanied by an advocate. If so, we

meet up with the officer and the victim at the agency. We offer

our emotional support advocacy during the initial interview. After

the report, we assist the client through the court system and

attend the court hearings in their place. We help establish District

Attorney meetings, assist in writing a Victim Impact Statement at

sentencing hearings, and answer any questions they have about

the court process or what the defendant may plea.   

FOLLOW-UP

As an advocate, we provide follow-up care with the victims as

needed. Our non-profit organization "Family Services" offers a wide

range of resources and services, such as counseling and support

groups. We also find other resources in the area that can help our

clients such as Golden House who specializes in Domestic Violence,

Wise Woman who offers; counseling, youth groups, dating classes,

and support groups. For those in need of housing, we connect them

with local shelters in order to give them a more stable living

environment. We also provide bus passes, clothing, diapers, hygiene

products and more essential needs to victims.  

WHAT WE DO FOR THE
COMMUNITY
The Sexual Assault Center is a program of Family Services

that has a team of advocates serving Brown, Door, Oconto,

and Marinette county. We accompany victims to St.

Vincent Hospital for a Sexual Assault Nurse Examination, or

to law enforcement agencies for interviews, along with

24/7 emotional support through our hotline.

CRISIS INTERVENTION AND
SUPPORTIVE COUNSELING

We offer a 24/7 hotline with our team of interns, full-

time advocates, and volunteers. Our hotlines are for

emotional support, information on resources,

connection with counseling, crisis intervention, and

questions regarding the legal system or information on

reporting to law enforcement.  
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Being able to help victims of sexual abuse emotionally and provide accurate and professional medical

and legal advice. 

Ability to work in stressful and emotional situations. 

Being able to demonstrate problem solving skills and quick thinking.

Establishing professional relationships with victims, law-enforcement, nurses, co-advocates,

attorney's, and judges. 

Being culturally competent in working with a diverse community. 

I am currently finishing my Bachelors in Psychology and starting to apply for Master Programs in Forensic

Psychology. This internship was crucial for me in understanding the criminal court process, as this will be a

major focus of my post-graduate school work. The emotional advocacy aspect of this internship was

astounding practice for when I conduct therapy sessions with victims of crime, and being able to support

them. I also learned how to fill out and enter in data from intake sessions. This helps to show the diverse

population that utilizes our services.  One of the biggest takeaways is learning how to problem-solve with my

co-advocates on the best way to support our clients. We do this when we need to find resources for the

victims such as shelter, mental health facilities. We also collaborate on the best approach to discussing

difficult topics, or unfavorable circumstances with the victims.  This has made me more decisive as a person

in being able to come up with accurate and informed solutions in a short period of time.

Difficulties
Every internship has it's own unique difficulties. One thing that makes this internship tough is the strict

confidentiality agreement. When working the hotline, it is difficult trying to find an isolated place for me to

have the conversation over the phone without anyone hearing in order to maintain the anonymous identity

of the caller. Confidentiality is critical in assuring trauma sensitive care, so we take it very seriously.  I feel

one thing I will never be able to get used to is seeing a perpetrator in the courtroom. I still get shivers down

my spine when I see that blaze orange jumpsuit pass me with the jingle of chains ringing in my ear. I put my

feelings aside though because I am there for my victim, and I know their reaction to seeing their

perpetrator would be far worse than mine. 

1/3 females and 1/6 males will be sexually assaulted in their lifetime.

Sexual Assault occurs across all races, ethnic groups, socioeconomic classes, religions,

genders, sexual orientation, and age.

Sexual Assault is rarely about sex, but rather seeking power and control.

Sexual Assaults occur no matter what the person is wearing. 

1 out of 5 ten to seventeen year old's will receive unwanted sexual images or messages

through the internet.

49% of people with disabilities who are victims will experience 10+ abusive incidents in

their lifetime. 

Out of 1,000 sexual assaults:

230 of them are reported to police

46 reports are lead to an arrest

9 cases get referred to prosecutors

5 cases will lead to a conviction 

and 4.6 rapists will be incarcerated

This means that 995 out of 1,000 perpetrators will walk free. 

Key Learning Goals

Helpfulness for the Future

 

Why What We Do is Important


