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“M*U*L*C*A*H*Y*’S W*A*R” 
 

Season 5, Episode 8 
 

HOW DOES MASH DEPICT THE EXPERIENCE OF WAR? 

 

 

Quick Summary  

 

Today I read the script of “Mulcahy’s War”. I wish I 

would have discovered MASH sooner! MASH is 

literally a mashup of the experiences of veterans, 

medical personnel, and servicewomen (rare in this 

episode) in the Korean war.  

Mulcahy and Fitzsimons talking after his  
foot surgery. 

 

The opening scene is a makeshift medical building where doctors are operating on 

wounded soldiers. Conversation breaks to talking about a young man (Fitzsimons) who 

apparently shot himself in the foot. Lots of laughter ensues when the surgeons joke about 

war style football penalties because the young fellow is a kicker at Fordham.  

Father Mulcahy, sick of being held up speaking the word of God in a safe place like the 

medical ward, and not on the front lines where men truly need hope, speaks to Fitzsimons 

(18). The young man tells him of his hatred for fighting and his hopes that his blasted foot 

will get him released.  

As Mulcahy urges doctors and commanders around the camp for him to go with the 

soldiers, he is relentlessly turned down until Radar (works with communications) is 

ordered to rescue a dying man. Father convinces Radar to take him along. After picking up 

the wounded soldier, the two get driving back to the hospital. They soon realize the man 
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has stopped breathing. They call the 

hospital station and Dr. Hawkeye 

talks Mulcahy, over radio, through 

an intense tracheotomy. After the 

successful operation in the middle of 

a battlefield, Father is deemed a hero 

upon their return. Mulcahy and 

Fitzsimons are reunited, and they 

discuss him returning home because 

Father finally understands the 

brutality of the war.  

(See script on right.) 

 

 

 
 

 

VETERANS & REGENERATION 

Veterans/soldiers in the Korean war, as depicted in MASH, have their similarities 

and differences from Sassoon and counterparts in Pat Barker’s Regeneration. The 

thematically complex novel explores the effects of the war on identity, 

masculinity, and social structure. Regeneration is a story of British army officers 

being treated in a world war 1 mental hospital for shell shock.  

Siegfried, Owen, and Rivers pioneered early treatment for post-traumatic stress 

disorder. However, somewhat more comical in this episode of MASH, Fitzsimons 

is voluntarily at the hospital for the same reason: he is frightened of fighting and 

is dealing with some PTSD. Unlike Sassoon in Regeneration, Fitzsimons tells 

father Mulcahy that he wishes to go home instead of returning to the fight. A huge 

difference between MASH (this episode), and Pat Barker’s novel is the tone of the 

story. MASH is filled with comical elements like the doctor’s conversations about 
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a man shooting himself in the foot, and the name “Cupcake” for a tough war dog. 

In Regeneration, there were many painfully ‘cringy’ tactics like the attempt at 

restoring a man’s speech and mental state by brutally shocking him. MASH 

wouldn’t have stood a chance for success if the writers followed a strict order of 

actual events like Barker did, basing Regeneration off of real historical events.  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     Shell shock victim in WW1                  Fitzsimons with a minor foot wound hoping to go home 

 

 

MEDICAL PERSONNEL & “MEDICAL RAILROADING DURING 

THE KOREAN WAR 1950-1953.” 

The surplus of medical personnel in “Mulcahy’s War” at the mobile army surgical 

hospital are depicted as surgeons who stand around and wait for their next 

patients. According to the actual events of the Korean War, this was hardly the 

case. Although my research on mobile medical railroads has mainly to do with the 

US Medical Army Corps in Korea, there are plenty of similarities to the British in 

the war worth mentioning. 

• “At first, a doctor, a nurse, and a medical-aid man accompanied patients, but as the 

shortage of personnel grew more critical, a single nurse rode trains with only an aid 

man or two for assistance” (68). 

• “Hospital trains ran overcrowded with patients, as medical personnel fit them in all 

available spaces, sometimes two to a be, on the floor, and in corners” (71). 
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SERVICE WOMEN (AKA “HOT LIPS”) 

“Hot Lips” is the only woman in this episode of MASH. 

The sexist nickname for the nurse is unfortunate giving 

their important role in the medical part of the war. 

With this non coincidental name for a woman in the 

show, MASH’s projected audience is narrowed. Yes, it is 

without a doubt similar to the raunchy language that 

was/is used among young men in wartime, but this 

seems to me to be one of the only actual (real life) 

references to the brutality of the Korean war.  

 
 Loretta Swit “Hot Lips” of MASH  
 

Before you go… 

MASH and “Mulcahy’s War” depicts the experience of war as a lighthearted version 

of the truth. The ‘truth’ is based on evidence from Pat Barker’s wartime story of 

Regeneration (based on historically true events), and information gained from a JSTOR 

resource. Although MASH does a great job of distracting readers/watchers on topics of 

veterans and soldiers, medical personnel, and women through comedy, there is still a lot 

to be learned about the war, even if it isn’t depicted nearly as dark and dirty as the actual 

Korean war. The character of Father Mulcahy creates and unforeseeable irony amidst the 

grit of a warzone. MASH is a show to be watched or a script to be read but should not be 

used as a sole basis of knowledge of the Korean War.  
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Want to learn more? 

 

Hey reader, if you enjoyed this blog, I encourage you to check out MASH’s 

scripts (especially “Mulcahy’s War”) or find video footage of the show online 

@facebook.com/watch! 

And… give Pat Barker’s novel, Regeneration a read! 

This has only been a snapshot at both pieces and their intriguing histories of war 

and medical provisions. 

Tell me what you think about this blogpost and give me suggestions for upcoming 

historical modules! Post below in the comment section if you want to see more 

history/literature “mash”ups. 
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